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was a Fife man, proud of his home and the
Kingdom, and with little liking for even such
.restrained excitement and amusement as the
Scottish capital at that time could afford. The
educational needs of his family had compelled
him to acquire a house in Charlotte Square, in
Edinburgh, and there, on the igth of June, 1861,
his youngest son was born. Asthma forced the
father to spend much of his time abroad ; he saw
little of his youngest son, and his death in 1878
left no final blank in Douglas Haig's life.

The influence of his mother was greater. She
devoted her whole life to her children. She heard
their prayers night and morning. The deep
religious principles which ruled the later years of
Douglas Haig's life sprang from her teaching of
her youngest son. He cherished her memory.
Her picture hung above his bed at Bemersyde in
the evening of his life. On her death, a year after
her husband's, the home influence was exercised
by his elder sister, Henrietta, and between these
two there was formed a lifelong and remarkable
bond of comradeship and deep affection. She
was his trusted confidante and adviser. It was
she who eventually directed his steps into the
Army when both public school and university
had failed to provide him with any definite am-
bition for a career, and it was in her house that
he died. She survived him by only a few weeks.

His early years showed no very decided or out-
standing characteristics. A pannier on a pony
replaced the conventional perambulator in his